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"Seven Viking talesinspired by classic epic tales, from the great heroes of ancient times like Beowulf and
Ragnar Lodbrok, to the story of the biggest war boat or the authentic Hamlet's revenge." There were Vikings
who lived adventure-filled lives and, as such, were considered heroes by their contemporaries and those that
followed. Eventualy their lives were included in the epic tales that would serve as models for the younger
generations by offering and reiterating the basic Viking values--the so-called "nine noble virtues" of self-
discipline, autonomy, courage, honor, hospitality, hard work, loyalty, perseverance, and sincerity. Through
the well-written and fascinating pages of this book written by Viking expert Manuel Velasco, readers will
take an imaginary journey into the past to witness the last hours of Beowulf after his battle against the
dragon, the scheming of Amled, who acted like an idiot to survive while simultaneously planning a cruel
revenge plot, or the numerous problems that Norwegians experienced when King Harald ruled his land with
acruel and harsh hand. Those readers already well versed in Viking legends will discover a more enjoyable
presentation of these stories. The beginner, in turn, will learn what the expert already knows: the astonishing
and strong influence that these mythological stories have had on contemporary Scandinavian society, asthe
values and morals transmitted in these stories are still extremely valuable or important today.
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About the Author

Manuel Velasco is a Spanish journalist and photographer who has focused his work on northern Europe. He
is one of the most well-known specialists on the Vikings and Celts as made evident by his numerous
fictional, historical, and travel-related works dealing with these two peoples.
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